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Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“The Lord Will Judge His People” 
Hebrews 10:26-31 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Jesus Christ is the only way of escaping the fearful judgment of God.  As we approach the 
New Year how might we evaluate the past year?  What means or measurements might we put 
in play to assess success?  Whatever means or standard we employed for assessing the past we 
will use in establishing our priorities for the future.  What you deem important will control 
how you approach whatever choices you make and the resultant consequences you desire to 
have or live with. 
 
I have no appetite for what is commonly referred to as New Year’s resolutions.  Perhaps we 
should have NEW COVENANT RESOLUTIONS.  For example, let’s believe Him.  “I’m quite 
happy with myself thank you.”  This does not mean I do not change or have no need of 
change, but often I simply stumble into and through it.  Our unrealistic expectations of life 
often leave us wanting.  If you think the shadow can provide, you will always come up empty.  
Shadow can never provide, it can only point.  You can live full in an empty world, but only 
when life is lived in Him. 
 
The author of Hebrews has argued quite successfully that Jesus Christ is the meaning and end 
all for understanding life.  The message of Hebrews does not just address a singular area of 
life.  It isn’t as if we are to learn Hebrews then shelf the truth and get on with our lives.  The 
message of Hebrews is life. Jesus Christ is the nectar of every flower; He is the pinnacle of 
every pyramid and the essence of every fragrance.  He is the “ah” of relief and the sigh of 
satisfaction.  He is the one thing that can truly arrest your breath and rob you of breath itself. 
 
This passage desires for us to see our immediate and ultimate rest in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ.  To abandon such simple thinking is to live a life marked by frustration and 
despair.  Unless and until He becomes the “every” in everything, you will live the “no” in 

nothing. 
 
We are like crows collecting trinkets to line our nests.  No matter how shiny it might appear, it 
is only so much rubbish. 
 
This text is the fourth of five warning passages. One really needs to read what proceeds with 
what follows to feel the weight of the words.  We will consider the larger context, but spend 
our moments on this text. 
 
This particular text is heavy with massive statements carrying significant weight.  The 
language and imagery is graphic. 
 

26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer 
remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A 

FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES. 28 Anyone who has set aside the Law 
of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much severer 

punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has 
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regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the 
Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY." And 
again, "THE LORD WILL JUDGE HIS PEOPLE." 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God. (Heb. 10:26-31) 

 
From my vantage point, this text is quite clear.  May the Holy Spirit illuminate our hearts and 
minds as we handle this sacred text. 
 
Part of our difficulty in addressing any text is seeing it in the larger context.  No text or 
passage is an island unto itself.  Our primary text is 10:26-31.  This text, however, follows on 
the heels of 10:19-25 and is contrasted with 10:32-39.  The larger idea is for those who are saved 
not to turn back to the first covenant.  To do so is to negate the role of Jesus Christ in the fuller 
Story. 
 
So his initial invitation is to draw near, stand fast and consider one another (10:19-25).  He will 
wrap it up with “but we are of those who have faith to persevere” (10:39).  Here, however, he 
warns his audience not to shrink back to the first covenant. 
 
This text is not arguing whether or not you can lose your salvation.  It isn’t as if you can 
accidentally fall out of believing in Jesus.  This text tells us that apart from Jesus the Christ 
there is no salvation.  The author is not presenting some type of sliding scale between 
believing in Jesus on one hand and not believing on the other hand and you are somewhere 
between those two opposing poles.  The author is saying the only way to escape judgment is 
found in Jesus Christ alone and only.  Those who believe escape judgment.  Those who do not 
believe will face the fury of the fire which will consume the adversaries.  The paragraph at 
hand has two overarching ideas. 
 
First, the singularity of Jesus (vv. 26-29) is marked.  The entire intent of this passage is to show 
the singularity of Jesus as to His person and work and how apart from Him there is no hope, 
no chance of escaping damnation.  Initially there is a reality check (vv. 26, 27).  There is no plan 
B. 
 
Should one dismiss Jesus Christ, then there is no longer a sacrifice for sins (v. 26).  Since there 
is no longer a first covenant structure and if we dismiss the New Covenant, then there is no 
offering for sin when we sin.   
 

“If we deliberately, for fear of persecution or from any other motive, renounce the profession of 
the Gospel and the Author of that Gospel, after having received the knowledge of the truth so 
as to be convinced that Jesus is the promised Messiah, and that he had sprinkled our hearts 
from an evil conscience; for such there remains no sacrifice for sins; for as the Jewish sacrifices 
are abolished, as appears by the declaration of God himself in the fortieth Psalm, and Jesus 
being now the only sacrifice which God will accept, those who reject him have none other; 
therefore their case must be utterly without remedy.  This is the meaning of the apostle, and the 
case is that of a deliberate apostate-one who has utterly rejected Jesus Christ and his atonement, 
and renounced the whole Gospel system.  It has nothing to do with backsliders in our common 
use of that term.  A man may be overtaken in a fault, or he may deliberately go into sin, and yet 
neither renounce the Gospel, nor deny the Lord that bought him.  His case is dreary and 
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dangerous, but it is not hopeless; no case is hopeless but that of the deliberate apostate, who 
rejects the whole Gospel system, after having been saved by grace, or convinced of the truth of 
the Gospel.  To him there remains no more sacrifice for sin; for there was but the ONE, Jesus, 
and this he has utterly rejected.”1 

 
Sometimes it is heard when presenting the gospel to someone who does not yet accept its 
application for them that “I’m glad you have found peace in who Jesus is and what He has 
done, but I simply choose to find my joy or happiness is someone or something else.”   
 
If someone goes to their doctor because they are not feeling well and the doctor tells them they 
have a terrible disease, but it is treatable and the doctor prescribes a path of treating the illness 
and the patient then rejects the advice of the doctor and advances of modern medicine and 
instead embraces the practices of childhood of “boo-boos,” Band-Aids and “kisses,” we would 
consider such a one as foolish and their condition is truly hopeless.  This is what people do 
when they reject the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
 

“It is as if a man should reject the only medicine that could heal him, or push away the only 
boat that could save him when shipwrecked. The sacrifice made for sin by the Redeemer is 
never to be repeated, and if that is deliberately rejected, the soul must be lost.”2 

 
The outcome of such a dismissal is “the fury of the fire [that] consumes (v. 27).  “An anger 
(zeal, jealousy) marked (genitive) by fire. See also 2 Thessalonians 1:8-10 for a like picture of 
destined doom.”3  There are ample illustrations under the first covenant to show a refusal to 
embrace God’s way was met by fire. 
 
Not only is there a reality check, but there is also contrast and comparison (vv. 28, 29) between 
the first covenant and that of the New. 
 
Under the first covenant he that rejected it, threw it aside, and denied its Divine authority by 
presumptuous sinning, died without mercy. 
 

“Such offences were trifling in comparison of this, and in justice the punishment should be 
proportioned to the offence.”4 

 
The thought of setting aside is used by our Lord in Mark 7:9 where the Pharisees set aside the 
Word of God by putting them under their traditions. 
 

And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your 
own tradition. (Mark 7:9) 
 
But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not 
baptized of him. (Luke 7:30) 
 
He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that 

despiseth me despiseth him that sent me. (Luke 10:16) 

 
The word is also used of rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. (John 12:48) 
 
I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in 
vain. (Gal. 2:21) 
 
He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy 
Spirit. (1 Thess. 4:8) 
 
Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith. (1 Tim. 5:12) 

 
The idea of rejecting is potent.  It dismisses the truth as having no weight in one’s life.  I will 
not go into the significance of two or three witnesses, but that language deals with sentencing 
inside of disobedience.  It is not, “Christ is in our midst warm and fuzzy.”  It is the agreement 
in sentencing those who are disobedient. 
 

“It was the settled law among the Hebrews, that in all cases involving capital punishment, two 
or three witnesses should be necessary. That is, no one was to be executed unless two persons 
certainly bore testimony, and it was regarded as important, if possible, that three witnesses 
should concur in the statement. The object was the security of the accused person if innocent. 
The principle in the law was, that it was to be presumed that two or three persons would be 
much less likely to conspire to render a false testimony than one would be, and that two or 
three would not be likely to be deceived in regard to a fact which they had observed.”5 

 
As noted earlier this passage is laced with trauma words, “Died without mercy” is one of 
them.  “That is, there was no provision for pardon.”6  We encounter this statement in battle 
where opponents speak of showing no mercy.  What follows is calloused mayhem and 
shuttering debauchery.  Strictly speaking mercy means “withholding justice.”  In this text, 
justice will be carried out.  You will receive what you deserve at the divine tribunal.  Oh the 
pain in that statement.  This is a provocateur for gospel proclamation.   
 
If the first covenant punished refusal, how much more will be the consequences attached to a 
refusal of the New Covenant? 
 
We must put our rejection of God/Christ/Holy Spirit in its rightful context.  We act as if we 
are God’s superior that He is here to serve us and obey us and worship us and glorify us.  We 
make all of this about us instead of recognizing it is all about Him.  Friend, this should cause 
us to shudder at our indifference and the ugly sin of rejection the unbelieving have toward the 
resurrected Christ.  Let us now enter into this dark pit of intellectual descent.  Three actions are 
stated. 
 
Those who dismiss Jesus have trampled under foot the Son of God. Trampled is a compound 
word katapateo.  The compound construction makes the trampling intensive.  It is used five 
times with four occurring in Matthew and Luke accordingly (Matt. 5:13; 7:6; Luke 8:5; 12:1).  It 
is a trampling received by worthless things.  It can reference things that are considered of little 
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worth and treated with indifference (Matt. 5:13; 7:6; Luke 8:5).  It also is the trampling that 
occurs with a mob that surges out of control. (Luke 12:1).   
 

“That is, he who renounces Christianity ought to be regarded as deserving a much severer 
punishment than the man who apostatized from the Jewish religion, and if he ought to be so 
regarded he will be--for God will treat every man as he ought to be treated. He who should 
apostatize from the Christian  faith, the apostle goes on to say, would also be guilty of the most 
aggravated crime of which man could be guilty --the crime of trampling under foot the Son of 
God, of showing contempt for his holy blood, and despising the Spirit of grace. This language is 
taken either from the custom of ancient conquerors who were accustomed to tread on the 
necks of their enemies in token of their being subdued, or from the fact that men tread on 
that which they despise and contemn. What crime could be more aggravated than this?”7 

 
Hebrews refers to the trampling received by objects considered of little worth or treated with 
indifference.  This is the contempt heaped upon the Son of God by those who believe Him to 
be necessary but simply not enough.  It is the trampling received from those who cast Him 
aside and treat Him with indifference. 
 

“It is an unspeakable tragedy that should warn every follower of Christ not to play with 
treachery to Christ (cf. Heb 6:4-8).”8 

 
Remember, the Book of Hebrews is showing how we are sanctified.  By rejecting Jesus we are 
throwing out the baby with the bathwater.  Imagine parents leaving their child asleep in the 
hot car seat with windows cracked in order to purchase clothing for the child that are on sale 
at a super store.  They believe they will only be a minute, but time escapes them.  They return 
to the car only to find the child dead.  The items purchased mean nothing.  In fact, they are 
repulsive.  No matter how feverish your religious activity appears or how profound and deep 
your perceived obedience, if you remove Jesus from the heart and overlook the centrality of 
who He is as to your sanctification, you have trampled Him underfoot.   
 
Those who dismiss Jesus have regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified.  The word unclean is consistently translated by either common or unclean.  The 
idea of unclean is in contrast to something set aside as unique or special in a ritual or 
ceremonial sense.  It is used of shared faith in Acts 2:44; 4:32; Titus 1:4; and Jude 3.  It is used of 
something being ceremonially unclean in Mark 7:2; Acts 10:14, 28; and 11:8.  It is used here in 
the sense of ceremonially unclean.  In the larger context of contrasting the first covenant and 
all of its trappings with the full and final work of the New Covenant administered and secured 
by the person and work of Jesus Christ, what is being said is blasphemous. 
 
They were judging His death of little worth.  They esteemed it of little value (cf. Heb. 11:11, 
26).   
 

“The blood of the covenant means here the sacrificial death of Christ, by which the new 
covenant between God and man was ratified, sealed, and confirmed.  And counting this unholy, 
or common, koinon, intimates that they expected nothing from it in a sacrificial or atoning 
way.”9 
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Those who dismiss Jesus have insulted the Spirit of grace.  Notice the complimentary activity 
of each person within the Trinity.  The Holy Spirit pushes you to application.  He is wooing 
and speaking and acting in such a way as to pull you in.  Friend, I need not remind you what 
rejection feels like: love extended and then dismissed.  The resulting insult is painful.  The 
Holy Spirit is speaking to you right now.  He desires for you to enjoy Him both now and 
forever.  What is your response to this invitation? 
 
The word insulted is only used once in the NT.  It is, however, used several times with a 
prefix. 
 

And the remnant took his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. (Matt. 22:6) 
 
Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us 
also. (Luke 11:45) 
 
For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and 
spitted on: (Luke 18:32) 
 
And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their rulers, 
to use them despitefully, and to stone them, (Acts 14:5) 
 
But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at 
Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 
(1 Thess. 2:2) 

 
When we reject Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Seed Promise and the completion of the 
blood picture we trample underfoot and spitefully entreat Him, the Story of God and the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
This entire passage speaks of those/to those who dismiss the person and work of Jesus the 
Christ with indifference.  Their rejection of Him insults the person and work of the Holy Spirit.  
What is the outcome of such a dismissive spirit?  What is there left for those who turn from 
Him to anything else?  Verses 30 and 31 speak to this.  After noting the singularity of Jesus 
Christ as the Savior from sin, the author of Hebrews writes of the only irrefutable outcome. 
 
Second, the severity of judgment (vv. 30, 31) awaits those who dismiss the singularity of Jesus 
Christ as both Savior and Lord.  Our tendency is to take this truth, this day, this event and put 
it on a shelf or in a box and then mentally get on with our lives the other six days.  Friend, such 
thinking is no different than those who attach to Jesus the shiny charms of the first covenant.  
Two things can be noted. 
 
God will repay (v. 30).  “It is here quoted to show that God will certainly inflict punishment on 
those who deserve it.”10  Remember “death without mercy.”  The sinner will get what they 
justly deserve and this sentence will be at the hands of the living God. 
 

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. (Rom. 12:19) 



 

 

7 

 
In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: (2 Thess. 1:8) 

 
If you dismiss Jesus Christ as a small thing, then you are facing the fury of God’s vengeance. 
 
It is a terrifying thing (v. 31) to come under the judgment of God.  Terrify captures the idea.  It 
is a formidable fright.  “The sense is not to be explained away. The wrath of God faces 
wrongdoers. We are not dealing with a dead or an absentee God, but one who is alive and 
alert (Heb 3:12).”11 
 

“To fall into the hands of God is to fall under his displeasure; and he who lives for ever can 
punish for ever.  How dreadful to have the displeasure of an eternal, almighty Being to rest on 
the soul for ever!  Apostates, and all the persecutors and enemies of God's cause and people, 
may expect the heaviest judgments of an incensed Deity: and these, not for a time, but through 
eternity.”12 

 
“The phrase ‘living God’ is used in the Scripture in opposition to idols. God always lives; his 
power is Capable of being always exerted. He is not like the idols of wood or stone which have 
no life, and which are not to be dreaded, but he always lives. It is the more fearful to fall into his 
hands because he will live for ever. A man who inflicts punishment will die, and the 
punishment will come to an end; but God will never cease to exist, and the punishment which 
he is capable of inflicting to-day he will be capable of inflicting for ever and ever. To fall into his 
hands, therefore, for the purpose of punishment--which is the idea here--is fearful.”13 

 
I do care what humanity says concerning the Son of God, but at the end of the day it will 
matter little to me how dismissive they have been.  God alone is life and He is the life giver 
and the death granter.  And before this living God all of humanity shall appear.  There is a 
great tribunal called the GREAT WHITE THRONE before which unbelieving humanity shall 
appear.  In that great day the sentence will be read and their fate will be sealed forever.  Yet 
today . . . today is the day of salvation. 
 
I do not wish to dismiss the weight of this text by pointing to the next paragraph.  My desire, 
as I believe the desire of the author, is for those who are not looking to Jesus to turn to Jesus 
and my desire for those who are looking to Jesus to keep looking to Jesus.  This is what we will 
read next in Hebrews 10:32-39. 
 
Not only is Jesus the bookends, but the book itself.  Do not allow yourself to compartmentalize 
Him and in so doing marginalize His significance in your life.  That “thing” you need is found 
only in Him.  Friend, God is not one to be trifled with.  There is no need to fear Him, if you 
love Him.  But if you do not love Him, then you need to fear and you should fear big.  Will 
you not come to Jesus for your hope, healing, and wholeness?  Do you believe in Jesus as 
Savior and Lord? 
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